
Regulatory 
pathway for 
cultivated meat
Under a formal agreement 
established in 2019, 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service 
(USDA-FSIS) share oversight 
of cultivated meat. 
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Companies submit 
data and information 
demonstrating how 
and why they 
determined their 
product is safe for 
human consumption

FDA reviews and 
evaluates information 
provided and assesses 
the company’s inputs, 
product, and 
production process, 
requesting additional 
information if 
necessary

Once FDA completes 
a rigorous evaluation 
with all necessary 
information and has 
no further questions 
about the safety of the 
product, the agency 
informs the company 
of its determination

FDA’s response to the 
company, along with 
additional information 
regarding the safety 
evaluation, are 
published on the 
agency’s website 
with proprietary 
information redacted

Pre-harvest 
jurisdiction

FDA premarket 
consultation 
(for all species)

Post-harvest jurisdiction At point of harvest, jurisdiction over cultivated livestock, 
poultry, and catfish will transfer from FDA to USDA-FSIS.

Livestock, 
poultry, 
and catfish

Comply with all applicable FDA facility 
registration and manufacturing requirements

Undergoes USDA inspection at least once 
per operating shift

Obtain USDA grant of inspection

USDA label pre-approval required

USDA oversight of processing, packaging, 
and labeling

All other 
seafood and 
game meat

Comply with all applicable FDA facility 
registration and manufacturing requirements

FDA oversees processing, packaging, 
and labeling

FDA conducts routine inspections 
of facilities

www.gfi.org

