
GFI’s GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS
July 2021

The Top Highlights:
● The UK’s National Food Strategy Team recommended £50m for an alternative protein ‘cluster’

for scientists and entrepreneurs and £75m in startup funding. This was the first wide-ranging
review of the UK’s food system in 75 years, and GFI Europe seized the opportunity to engage with
their team in advance of their report publication through a series of meetings, technical
conversations, recommendations, and a tailor-made roundtable.

● GFI has been all-hands-on-deck in preparation for the UN Food Systems pre-summit this past
month, prepping for the full summit in September and COP26 in November. As part of this
work, we revised the policy brief co-created with our friends at Climate Advisers, with support
from ClimateWorks Foundation and the Climate and Land Use Alliance.

● GFI met with the United Arab Emirates Special Climate Envoy to discuss the Agriculture
Innovation Mission for Climate (AIM for Climate) and opportunities to embed alternative
proteins into this new initiative. With support from nearly 20 countries, AIM for Climate will
increase and accelerate global innovation, research, and development in agriculture and food
systems to support climate action. All GFI teams are focused on ensuring that alternative proteins
are a key part of AIM for Climate commitments.

● Our workshop on cultivated meat for Brazilian regulators continued with two weeks of
learning and collaboration. Officials from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Food
and Drug Administration explained the U.S. regulatory process, and European Food Safety
Authority officials discussed novel foods regulation in the European Union.

● Nestlé signed a partnership agreement with the Israeli cultivated meat company Future
Meat. This followed several meetings with GFI Israel, including a meeting with their Israeli
CEO and executive team, as well as extensive engagement with our U.S. corporate
engagement team. Read our statement on why this could be a transformative development for
the industry.

● The Good Food Conference is back! This year’s conference will be our deepest dive yet into
alternative proteins and will feature speakers from the National Science Foundation, USDA, ADM,
Cargill, Hormel, McKinsey, Credit Suisse, Barclays, the Breakthrough Institute, FAIRR, the Center
for Biological Diversity, and more. Register before August 30th for early bird prices.

● GFI was featured on Obama speechwriter Jon Lovett’s “Lovett or Leave It” podcast and in Nikkei
Asia, Entrepreneur, CNBC, and more (see Obj. 4 below).

How We’re Contributing to our Core Objectives
GFI’s organizational objectives capture how we accelerate the development of alternative proteins. Read
on to discover just a small sampling of this month’s work to transform the global food system.
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https://www.nationalfoodstrategy.org/
https://gfi.org/resource/a-global-protein-transition-is-necessary-to-keep-warming-below-1-5c/
https://www.state.gov/launching-agriculture-innovation-mission-for-climate/
https://gfi.org/press/hybrid-plant-based-and-cultivated-meat-product-from-nestle-could-be-transformative-in-the-race-to-recreate-meat-says-gfi-founder-and-president/
https://hopin.com/events/good-food-conference-online?ref=3332eb6e4f3a


Objective 1: GFI Fosters a Strong Open-Access Alternative Protein Research and Training Ecosystem
● GFI Israel Academic Engagement Manager Michal Halpert, Ph.D., led the alternative protein

session at Israel’s annual academic conference for science and the environment, attended by
more than 170 researchers and students. Michal gave an introductory lecture on alternative
proteins, followed by GFI Grantees Dr. Iftach Nachman, Dr. Maya Davidovich-Pinchas, and Dr. Ofir
Benjamin. The session closed with an introduction to funding opportunities and a lecture by GFI
Israel Managing Director Nir Goldstein.

● Research Funding Coordinator James Dale, Ph.D., and Creative Manager Heather Mount launched
the Research Grants Tracker resource page and database, a searchable inventory of global
alternative protein grants. Read about why we’re excited about sharing this resource with the
community in our blog.

● Science & Technology Analysis Manager Ryan Dowdy, Ph.D., and James were invited to join the
National Science Foundation workshop “Feeding the Planet Sustainably.” They provided GFI
talking points and content from our technical deep-dives.

● Ryan and James will serve as judges for the Deep Space Food Challenge run by NASA and the
Canadian Space Agency.

● GFI launched a new resource page on our website that details the findings of the cultivated meat
life cycle assessment and techno-economic assessment, both published earlier this year.

● GFI Europe SciTech Manager Seren Kell presented a webinar on fermentation in the context of
alternative proteins for the Agricultural and Food Systems Institute at their panel event Microbial
Biotechnology for the EU.

● GFI APAC SciTech Specialist Dean Powell, Ph.D., continued discussions with the National
University of Singapore’s Food Science and Technology department to launch an alternative
proteins module for undergraduate and graduate students. The department head is fully behind
the initiative and has secured support from at least one other academic to contribute part of the
teaching load.

● University Innovation Manager Amy Huang hosted the 17th Science of Alt. Protein seminar
featuring Dr. Pam Ismail from the University of Minnesota’s Plant Protein Innovation Center. Pam
discussed her research on enhancing the viability of plant proteins, such as pea, pennycress, and
camelina, through various functionalization approaches.

● Corporate Engagement Coordinator Maille O’Donnell welcomed 32 new scientists and
entrepreneurs to the GFIdeas community, which now consists of more than 2,000 motivated
professionals. She also sent out the GFIdeas newsletter.

Objective 2: GFI Influences the Public Sector to Support Alternative Proteins
● GFI Brazil attended the third meeting of the Modern Food Systems and New Ingredients

Working Group led by the Innovation Department of the Ministry of Agriculture. We succeeded
in lobbying to include alternative proteins explicitly in the outcomes of the working group, and
the name of the main deliverable is self-explanatory: “National Plan for Innovation in Modern
Food Systems, New Ingredients, and Alternative Proteins.”

● GFIC, our independent partner that does mission-aligned work in mainland China, was a
constant presence at UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) preparation events this month. GFIC
General Manager Doris Lee spoke at a UNFSS China Dialogue webinar organized by the food
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https://conference.isees.org.il/#guests
https://gfi.org/resource/research-grants-tracker/
https://gfi.org/blog/tracking-alt-protein-research-grants/
https://web.cvent.com/event/ce306ec7-0572-4388-9c23-ae3d4ed3611b/summary
https://gfi.org/science/
https://www.deepspacefoodchallenge.org/
https://gfi.org/resource/cultivated-meat-lca-tea-report-analysis/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Upcoming-Webinar--Microbial-Biotechnology-for-the-European-Union.html?soid=1121937101573&aid=NyAkB8fuwt4
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Upcoming-Webinar--Microbial-Biotechnology-for-the-European-Union.html?soid=1121937101573&aid=NyAkB8fuwt4
https://ppic.cfans.umn.edu/
https://go.gfi.org/webmail/667193/311540822/b4b9b0dd11bacd44be862d7f76411d35340a26e53143fcdce50509d9f01c83bc


sustainability and health NGO the Good Food Fund (no relation to GFI), GFIC was invited to
participate in an action track focused on game-changing climate solutions, and GFIC SciTech
Specialist Yeshi Lang attended the UNFSS 2021 Youth Dialogues for China and facilitated a
group discussion on actions needed to change the food system and how to apply them in China.

● Nir was a part of the Israeli delegation to the UNFSS Pre-Summit by invitation from the Israeli
Minister of Environmental Protection. The minister told attendees that alternative proteins will
remain a key focus of how Israel thinks about food innovation and improving food systems.

● Policy Associate Emily Hennessee, alongside members of the World Economic Forum, held
several meetings for the UNFSS alternative protein working group. This group is crafting a
paper that outlines the specific priorities for alternative proteins that we would like to see
highlighted at the summit this fall.

● GFI India Policy Specialist Satvika Mahajan was invited to participate in a 25-member regional
workshop to prepare for COP26. The workshop brings together a broad group of stakeholders
and is led by Deloitte and facilitated by the University of Cambridge, AECOM, Radley Yeldar, and
One Young World.

● Lead Regulatory Counsel Laura Braden, J.D., worked with GFI’s co-counsel at Animal Legal
Defense Fund and our Louisiana local counsel to file a motion for summary judgment in federal
district court challenging the constitutionality of Louisiana’s label censorship law on behalf of
Tofurky.

● Senior Sustainable Seafood Initiative Manager Jen Lamy worked with the GFI Europe and
SciTech teams to make a submission to the European Commission’s public consultation on the
European Union’s algae initiative, chartered to increase the innovative use of algae-based
products in Europe. Our submitted materials include background on alternative seafood, why
algae-based ingredients benefit both alternative seafood and the algae sector broadly, and a
menu of specific research priorities for incorporating seaweed and microalgae into alternative
protein technology platforms.

● GFI Israel Collaborations Manager Hila Goldenberg presented an overview of GFI and the
Israeli alternative protein ecosystem to a group of Israeli ambassadors of Asian countries,
including Japan, Singapore, and China. We have shared a “diplomat toolkit” which they can use
to leverage alternative protein during their mission. GFI Israel Strategic Relations Manager Alla
Voldman and Hila also provided an overview of the industry to 17 diplomats of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

● GFI India became an Associate Member of the Association for Biotechnology Led Enterprises
(ABLE). ABLE is the go-to association for biotech companies in India and will be a key
stakeholder as we build out the ecosystem for cultivated and fermentation-derived proteins.
We will be working with ABLE to build the for-profit market for alternative proteins in India,
engaging with them on policy, communications, and regulatory matters.

Objective 3: GFI Influences the For-Profit Sector to Prioritize Alternative Proteins
● GFIC Innovation Program Coordinator Viola Chen and Doris attended the fifth annual China

Animal Health and Food Safety Conference, where China’s leading meat producers gathered.
Viola delivered a presentation about alternative protein innovation opportunities and had a
constructive follow-up conversation with the Cargill China team.
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https://ukcop26.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rZT80ojhujclRWfNATg5k3QBRZtQD9oJ/view?usp=sharing
https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/news/consultation-towards-strong-and-sustainable-eu-algae-sector-2021-05-19_en
https://ableindia.in/


● GFI Europe Corporate Engagement Manager Carlotte Lucas and Seren presented to Nestlé's
biotransformation team an overview of the challenges and opportunities within the
fermentation and cultivated space as they look to expand beyond their current plant-based
meat initiatives and their partnership with Future Meat.

● Senior Investor Engagement Specialist Sharyn Murray presented on innovations and
investments in alternative proteins to the institutional client base of Credit Suisse’s Senior
Analyst of Packaged Food, Agribusiness, and Food Retailers. The more than 70 attendees
included large asset managers, hedge funds, and major food companies.

● GFI India Managing Director Varun Deshpande gave a presentation at the virtual J.P. Morgan
ASEAN Consumer Meat Alternative Day, which was attended by more than 30 invited guests (all
ASEAN-based investors) about opportunities in the regional alternative protein sector.

● GFI India Innovation Specialist Shardul Dabir was a panel speaker at the Malaysian
International Food and Beverage (MIFB) Trade Fair 2021, one of the largest food and beverage
trade fairs in Malaysia, for their session, “Global Demand on Plant-Based Protein.” Shardul gave
a presentation about the alternative protein landscape in India and discussed bilateral
opportunities between Malaysia and India highlighting plant protein value chain synergies.

● GFI India Corporate Engagement Specialist Dhruvi Narsaria led a workshop with Amazon India,
which attracted 54 highly engaged Amazon employees. She helped the Amazon retail team
learn about positioning plant-based meat, eggs, and dairy products on their platform. These
kinds of interventions fine-tune the marketing of smart protein across various channels and are
beneficial to overall framing and market uptake.

● Doris from GFIC gave a presentation at the In3 Food Science and Technology Salon, an event
organized by Innolink in Beijing, and participated in a panel discussion about challenges
experienced by local alternative protein innovators alongside representatives from the China
Agricultural University, plant-based meat startup Vesta, and B2B mycelium fermentation
company Bannerbio. There were more than 60 audience members, with attendees hailing from
food and beverage companies, startups, investment firms, industry parks, and the media.

● VP of Corporate Engagement Caroline Bushnell and Sharyn met with the heads of ESG of
multiple institutions. Sharyn spoke with Barclays Head of ESG and Head of the Consumer Retail
Banking group to discuss events we could work on together and with the Head of ESG for
Capital Fund Management, a multi-billion European hedge fund, to provide guidance on how
they can integrate considerations of alternative protein into their public equity investment
strategies. Caroline met with an analyst and the Head of ESG Research at Credit Suisse who
authored their recent report on alternative proteins and food sustainability, securing him as a
panelist at our Good Food Conference in October.

● Sharyn spoke with the portfolio manager of a China-focused fund who is interested in making
investments in alternative proteins and whose investments range between $1 and $20M but tend
to be in more mature companies.

● Senior Scientist Priera Panescu, Ph.D., met with membrane materials scientists from DuPont to
discuss how their technology could fit into plant protein separation processes for non-animal
protein products.

4

https://lnkd.in/gwQPwWK


● GFI India’s SciTech Research Fellow Rama Tentu and Innovation Specialist Shardul Dabir hosted a
webinar on GFI India's Technological Review of Fungi for Alternative Protein Applications, which
attracted more than 300 attendees.

● Corporate Engagement Specialist Marika Azoff discussed plant-based seafood on a panel about
modern health innovations at New Hope Network’s Natural Products Expo with about 400
participants.

● Elliot hosted this month’s Cultivated Meat Collaborative Seminar, (an invite-only monthly call for
cultivated meat start-ups) featuring a presentation from Masco Group, a group of companies
offering a wide range of equipment and capabilities that are relevant to the production of
cultivated meat. In attendance were 32 members from at least 19 different companies.

● Maille hosted the July Business of Alt Protein seminar for 87 live attendees. John Ellersick from
Next Rung Technology, a bioengineering firm, presented on how to use Techno-Economic Models
as a framework for commercialization of alt proteins.

Objective 4: GFI is an Alternative Protein Thought Leader
● Bruce appeared on the Rich Roll podcast. This episode offers an excellent introduction to GFI’s

theory of change and GFI’s work, and we encourage you to share it with anyone who doesn’t
yet understand the importance of alternative proteins to
climate and global health: “Remaking meat is how we
solve climate change. Remaking meat is how we prevent
the next pandemic. Remaking meat is how we take
antibiotics out of the food system.”

● Gus participated in a news report series on alternative
proteins on Agro Nacional, the official channel of the
Brazilian Government (right). Gus explained how the
sector operates, the technologies promoted by GFI, and
the countless ways in which national agribusiness is
engaged in this new sector.

● Gus was profiled on the wildly popular Brazillian news website Ecoa UOL. The article tells Gus'
personal story and how he has become one of the most active voices in the alternative protein
industry.

● Bruce spoke with Obama speechwriter Jon Lovett on his
podcast “Lovett or Leave It” (right) about the potential of
plant-based and cultivated meat. Jon told Bruce: “I am
on board. I am your biggest booster [...] investing into
research into these kinds of technologies will be so
important. He's not coming for your burgers. He's
replacing them with better burgers that are more
humane, climate-friendly, anti-pandemic, anti-antibiotic
resistant, no guilt. This is what I want, Bruce!” Listen in
here, and share on Twitter here.

● Aviv and GFI Israel assembly member Beni Nofech were interviewed for a podcast by
Investor360 and gave a deep dive into the alt protein ecosystem. The podcast was live
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-o7xdsVflk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5kfFyRma48&t=124s
https://www.richroll.com/podcast/bruce-friedrich-617/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNIwedHhh0Q&t=1s
https://www.uol.com.br/ecoa/reportagens-especiais/causadores-gus-guadagnini/#cover
https://crooked.com/podcast/twisties-and-shout/
https://twitter.com/BruceGFriedrich/status/1421501450547572736


broadcasted to 350 high-profile investment executives and has a reach of more than 10K
subscribers.

Top Media Mentions:
● Varun was quoted in an article by Entrepreneur on the Indian market and its appetite for

alternative meat: “All research indicates that India will emerge as a major market for the smart
protein sector over the next decade.” He was also quoted in an article for Business Today on
GFI India’s mission and the biggest challenges for up-and-coming alt protein companies in
India: “It's important that plant-based meat goes beyond soya nuggets. If non-vegetarians try
soya nuggets, they would call it an inferior substitute of meat. Therefore, the next-gen products
have to be focused on replicating the sensory experience of meat.”

● Nikkei Asia—the English-language arm of the world’s largest financial newspaper—explores
Singapore’s concerted innovation efforts to shore up its food resilience and quotes GFI APAC
Acting Managing Director Mirte Gosker: “It's no coincidence that Singapore is the world's first
cultivated meat market. The government has invested the resources necessary to create a
welcoming ecosystem for food innovation.” That article was syndicated throughout Southeast
Asia, including in VnExpress (the sixth-largest website of any kind in Vietnam), multiple
state-run Vietnamese newspapers, and digital outlets in Indonesia.

● CNBC quoted Marika in a story on the growth and potential of alternative seafood: “There’s no
reason that alternative seafood can’t or won’t catch up to the other types of alternative
proteins. There is not a dominant company in plant-based seafood the way the meat and dairy
categories have, but we’re seeing potential for that to change soon.”

● After an article in The Guardian (which quotes Elliot extensively) drew some conclusions about
the private sector that we don’t agree with, Elliot provided some context (on Twitter) that was
turned into an entire article by Ag Funder News: “We shouldn’t focus energy on castigating
private businesses for doing what’s natural to them: competing in the marketplace […] we
should be finding ways to encourage and incentivize them to share their knowhow [...] by
injecting more public funding into the space.”

● The Spoon covered the flourishing nature of alt-protein education around the world as schools
race to create future food curriculum, quoting Amy: “People are the very backbone of our quest
to reimagine the protein supply. So, it’s essential that we equip students and industry
professionals with a deeper, stronger foundation of specialized knowledge they’ll need to join
the alternative protein sector.”

By the Numbers
Above includes just a fraction of how GFI’s work last month is making our food system more
sustainable, secure, and just. One of my other favorite things to share is just what it takes to keep this
global transformation going. Here’s a glimpse, by the numbers, of GFI’s movement this past month:
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https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/377508
https://www.businesstoday.in/lifestyle/story/plant-based-chicken-keema-to-nuggets-good-for-you-food-is-all-set-for-an-evolution-301131-2021-07-12
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Singapore-cultivates-Silicon-Valley-of-food-in-a-hungry-Asia
https://vnexpress.net/singapore-lam-cach-mang-thuc-pham-giua-covid-19-4304894.html
https://doanhnhansaigon.vn/kinh-doanh/singapore-thung-lung-thuc-pham-silicon-o-chau-a-1105600.html
https://vneconomy.vn/thuc-day-thit-nhan-tao-singapore-muon-tro-thanh-thung-lung-silicon-thuc-pham-o-chau-a.htm
https://kursrupiah.net/singapura-budidaya-daging-sayuran-dalam-ruangan/29539/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/17/faux-fish-looks-to-ride-the-growing-wave-of-alternative-meats.html
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/jul/18/secrets-and-pies-the-battle-to-get-lab-grown-meat-on-the-menu
https://twitter.com/elliotswartz/status/1417893458216423429
https://agfundernews.com/cell-lines-dont-blame-business-for-cultivated-meats-shortage-of.html
https://thespoon.tech/schools-around-the-world-are-racing-to-create-future-food-curriculum-heres-why-it-matters/


The SciTech Team met with more than 102 stakeholders, including 30 universities, 17
food, ingredient, and life science companies, 12 nonprofit organizations, 11
consultants/service providers, 10 entrepreneurs or alternative protein startups, 8
investment firms, 5 contract research organizations, 5 media outlets, and 4
governmental agencies. The team hosted 2 presentations reaching more than 265
people.

The Policy Team met with more than 50 industry executives, universities, government
officials, and nonprofit organizations this month, including 17 food companies, 13
nonprofit organizations, 8 congressional offices, 7 universities, and 3 government
officials.

The Corporate Engagement Team gave 4 presentations to 550+ people, met with 13
investment firms, 7 food manufacturers, 2 suppliers, and 7 startups, and gave 5 media
interviews.

Our Affiliate teams met with 9 media, 25 nonprofits/NGOs, 47 alt. protein
startups/entrepreneurs, 25 universities/academics, 40 manufacturers, 17 companies
(food/ingredient/life sciences), 17 funders/investors, 26 government agencies/officials,
44 consultants/service providers/law firms, 12 trade associations, and 12
accelerators/incubators.

Thank you for fueling our mission!
GFI is 100% funded by philanthropy; these accomplishments are only possible thanks to gifts and
grants from our family of donors. If you or someone you know would like to learn more about
supporting the work you read about in our Global Highlights, please contact philanthropy@gfi.org.

From everyone on Team GFI, thank you for your enthusiasm, partnership, and commitment to a better
future.

Sincerely,

Bruce Friedrich
Founder and President
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https://gfi.org/our-team/

